Know the colours and be able to identify each of the cardinal marks and their topmarks.











Cardinal marks mark the North South East and West of a hazard to navigation. It is safe to pass to the North of a North Cardinal mark and so on.

The mark consists of two parts. The topmark and the body. The body may be a buoy, generally with an upsidedown flowerpot shape, or a pillar and will be coloured yellow and black.

The topmark consists of two black cones.
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N =  2 cones point up. Top of mark black, base yellow (BY)

N = Continuous flashing
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S = 2 cones point down. Top of mark yellow, base black (YB)

S = 6 flashes followed immediately by a long flash
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W = 2 cones point together (wine glass shape) Top yellow, middle black, base yellow (YBY)

W = 9 flashes
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E = 2 cones point apart (bases together) (BYB)

E = Flashes in groups of 3 (Fl. Q(3) 6s)

Be able to identify the light sequence of each of the above

Cardinal Marks flash

Quick (Q = 60 perminute) or Very Quick (VQ = 120 per minute)

Fl VQ(9) 15s Means it flashes 9 times at a rate of roughly 2 flashes per second. The pattern is repeated every 15 seconds.

They flash roughly in keeping with the clock.

Know how to pass each of the above


 

        
It is safe to pass to the N,S,E, or W
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Be able to identify port and starboard buoys





Port hand marks are red “cans”
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Starboard marks are green “nuns” (round sided cones)
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Know the light sequence of each of the above



         
Port lights are red, starboard lights are green. There is no particular pattern to the flashes. Just something different from other lights around.
Know how to pass each of the above




         
Pass port to port when entering port and travelling in the general direction of buoyage
Know the general direction of buoyage around the Irish Coast and know 

the direction of buoyage for entering and leaving harbours.
 

Porthand marks to your left with the rising tide.

This translates as Port marks to your left as you go up the Irish Sea, in to harbours and esturies.

Port hand marks to your left as you go up the atlantic coast, and again, up rivers and esturies.

The direction of buoyage If you circumnavigate Ireland the direction of buoyage reverses off the Kerry coast and off the coast of Co. Down
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