Know what to look for in a good anchorage


     
      
Remember that a boat may lie head-to-wind (wind rode) or head-to-tide (tide rode) depending on the hull shape and relative strength of both.

Shelter: (from the wind, tidal streams and waves)

Swing: (enough room to swing if the wind and/or tide changes) You need to be clear of natural obstacles (remember, rocks may be safely covered now but above the water as the tide falls) as well as other boats. Be aware that sailing boats are more likely to be tide-rode whereas motor boats are more likely to be wind-rode.

Scope: How much warp to let out. Generally allow 5 times the maximum expected depth of water if using a rope warp. (A rope warp will still have a couple of metres of chain at the anchor end.) In the case of an all chain warp three times the expected depth is usually consideref safe.
Sea Bed: Different sea beds are easier to anchor in. In general the list in order of preference is Mud, Hard sand, Soft Sand, Shingle, Rock. The issues are penetration (getting in to the sea bed) and holding. Any sea bed may be covered with seaweed which can prevent an anchor from penetrating.
Know what is meant by tripping the anchor and the purpose for which it is done.           








       
Especially when anchoring in rock an anchor may become trapped. It may be impossible to haul the anchor by it’s warp. In this case it will be necessary to pull the anchor out backwards. This can be done if a Trippin Line has been atatched before use. The Tripping line is a line attatched to the crown of the anchor with a float at the other end. It is not led back to the boat. In an busy anchorage a tripping line also helps others to see where your anchor is.
Know how to increase the efficiency of a standard anchor



This is usually achieved by;

1. Adding weight (e.g. a second anchor)

2. Adding a weight in the middle if the rode (warp that has been let out). This weight is called an Angel.

3. Letting out more warp

Know how to decrease the turning circle of a boat at anchor



Setting a second anchor on its own warp. This may be done with both anchors from the bow, one to port the other to starboard, or two anchors from the bow with one set ahead of the boat and the other behind. In this case the boat will lie between the two anchors.
Know the determining factors for the amount of rope to let out when lying to anchor.


The two factors are maximum expected depth of water and the nature of the warp. Is it Rope or chain?
Know the role and purpose of a sea anchor.

A Sea Anchor will help to keep a boat bow (or stern) to wind and waves. A Sea Anchor is usually deployed in survival condiditions. A sea anchor does not touch the sea bed.

It may be a a specially made up sea anchor which generally takes the form of a small parachute or it may be jury-rigged from material available on board. Typically this would be two oars square lashed together with the anchor suspended just below them or occasionally a small sail with lines led back to the boat from the tack, clew and head.
